[Bayesian statistics in medicine. Part I: The basic tools].
Bayesian statistics, so called after the British scientist Thomas Bayes who first used it in the 18th century, is a widely applied analytical tool in many branches of the applied sciences but is seldom mentioned in the medical literature. This paper aims to present a simple overview of the Bayesian method by introducing its basic mathematical tools (in particular the conditional probability) and then applying them to evaluate the characteristics of diagnostic tests.